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courage of ours.    The police  become  brutalized by beating up
cowards.    If a policeman attacks a brave person he will certainly
get frightened afterwards.    I have received a letter from a friend
in Lahore in which he says that when even strong young men
do not resist the police, the latter lose courage. They cannot harden
themselves to beat such persons. Of course they cannot.    I have
had personal experience of many such instances.    This fearlessness
cannot be taught, it can only be cultivated through one's own
effort.    My correspondents, therefore, should realize that it is cer-
tainly our task to gain control over the bad characters, but we
would be throwing .ourselves from the frying pan into the fire if
we try to do so through flattery.   Although they are our brothers,
they are like persons afflicted with a disease and we should treat
them but should not place ourselves under their treatment.    The
police will become our friends the day we cease to fear them.
Shedding fear of the police does not mean beating or abusing them,
it means letting ourselves be beaten and abused by them, as the
brave son of Ghitta Ranjan Das did.   He could have beaten the
police  in  return.    His friends were all  strong young men.    But
they let themselves be beaten.     To suffer being abused is one
way; it is the way of non-co-operation.   But to return two words
of abuse for one is co-operation because then we shall be the guilty
party.   To let ourselves be overborne by abuse is to be enslaved
by it.    To suffer abuse does not mean doing the will of the person
who abuses.    It means the contrary.   We should not even chant
the name of Vishnu1 if anyone tries to force us with abuse to do
so.    If the person who abuses us asks us to crawl on our stomach,
we should walk holding ourselves erect.   If he asks us to sit down,
we should stand up and face his bullets.    If we act in this way, he
will be totally defeated, because his aim of bending us will not be
fulfilled.    Havana carried away Sita on his shoulder but Sita did
not do his bidding.    Though he had thus the privilege of carry-
ing her, he failed to be sanctified by physical contact with this
Mother Divine but she,  a helpless woman, became the Goddess
Mother of the world.    One should, therefore, let oneself be abused
and beaten ^without fear.    In this lies true courage.    One who lets
himself be abused through fear of being beaten is neither man nor
beast.    India is today learning the lesson of manliness.    It will
win swaraj if it masters this lesson aright.
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